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Spirits of Spring! at Next WPO Concert 

The Warren Philharmonic Orchestra’s spring concert – Spirits of Spring! – features a star soloist, Beethoven’s 

most exhilarating symphony, and a trio of irresistible opera overtures. The concert begins at 3 p.m. on April 22, 

2018, at Christ Episcopal Church, 2627 Atlantic Street, NE, Warren. The orchestra will perform Symphony No. 7 by 

Ludwig van Beethovan; Knoxville: Summer of 1915 for soprano and orchestra by Samuel Barber, with soloist Kisma 

Jordan, soprano; Merry Wives of Windsor Overture by Otto Nicolai; Dawn Over the Moscow River Prelude by 

Modest Mussorgsky; and Ruslan and Ludmilla Overture by Mikhail Glinka. 

 

Susan Davenny Wyner, WPO Music Director and Conductor, says, “What a program of contrasts this is! Colorful, 

touching, spellbinding, filled with the spirit of dance and striking changes of mood. Each composer reveals a unique 

personality and invites us into a musical Time Travel – a totally different sense of place and time… 

 

“Beethoven compresses four different experiences into his great Symphony, luring us into exuberant twists and turns, 

emotions, energy, we’d never expect from its gorgeously formal introduction,” explains Davenny Wyner. 

 

“American Sam Barber evokes memories of summer evenings in Knoxville, Tennessee, when folks sat together in 

rocking chairs on porches, quietly talking, watching the evening stars emerge. Amid those murmurings of love, a 

child expresses feelings of wonder and the very first intimations of adulthood. 

 

“Our three opera composers create three dramas in miniature! Nicolai exudes Italian high spirits as his Merry Wives 

outwit Shakespeare’s Falstaff, the old buffoon of a knight who considered himself God’s gift to women. Mussorgsky 

paints an exquisite picture of Dawn appearing over the Moscow River, shrouding five variants of a Russian folk tune 

in shifting mists and mysteriously glowing colors. 
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Davenny Wyner concludes, “And for the grand finale, Glinka sends us out with wild Russian dances and a frenzy of 

excitement. There is no doubt that his fairy tale of dashing knights, evil sorcerers, monsters and a forsaken princess 

will end happily with the Triumph of True Love!”  

 

Soprano Kisma Jordan, a Detroit native, has won praise from The New York Times for her “shimmering soprano 

voice,” from The Baltimore Sun, “Kisma Jordan steals the show,” and for her vocal versatility. She has performed 

with the Detroit Symphony, the New Jersey Opera, the Lyric Opera of Chicago, and has won numerous awards and 

prizes including being a National Semifinalist of Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions and a Kresge Artist 

Fellowship. She holds a post-graduate degree in Voice from Peabody Conservatory and was a resident artist at the 

prestigious Academy of Vocal Arts in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Local audiences may remember that Kisma 

literally stopped the show with her portrayal of Micaela in Opera Western Reserve’s recent 2016 Carmen. The 

soprano’s credits this season include appearances with the Toledo Symphony Orchestra, the Wisconsin Philharmonic 

and at the Savannah VOICE Festival 

 

Now in its 52nd season, the Warren Philharmonic Orchestra is composed of the area’s finest professional musicians 

under the direction of Susan Davenny Wyner. In addition to two concerts for the public, the orchestra performs free 

school concerts for thousands of area school children. An Art in Music contest is held yearly for Trumbull County 

students; current winners’ art work will be on display soon at Trumbull Art Gallery. 

 

Friends of the Orchestra are sponsoring a Garage Sale on April 27-29 to help fund the 2018-2019 season. The sale 

will be held at 1337 Springwood Trace, SE, Warren, Ohio 44484, from noon to 4 p.m. each day. Visit the Orchestra 

website at http://www.warrenphilharmonic.org/upscale-garage-sale-april-27-29-2018.html to view photos of items 

looking for good homes. 

 

Tickets for the April concert can be purchased at the door. Adults: $25; students: $15; children under 12 are free with 

an adult. For more information about the concert or the fundraiser, contact the Philharmonic office at 330-399-3606 or 

email warren.philharmonic@gmail.com. Facebook: Warren Philharmonic Orchestra. Website: 

http://www.warrenphilharmonic.org/ 
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